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Writer User Guide 
Writer is a powerful new tool to improve student writing by offering targeted feedback at key 
factors in the writing process. This feedback encourages student practice and revision to 
achieve writing success. The data provided by Writer also gives teachers better insight into 
students’ strengths, as well as areas for improvement. 

It is important to note that Writer IS a writing process tool designed as an instructional aid for 
teachers and students to create focused, differentiated instruction. It is NOT designed as an 
essay grader and does NOT take the place of the valuable interaction and assessment given 
by the teacher to the student. Think of Writer as your “assistant coach”. 

Writer can be selected at the school, enrollment, or student level; it is disabled by default. In 
the Schools Settings tab, go to Permissions. There are two settings you can toggle (see 
explanation below): 

 

Writer functionality can also be turned on or off when creating or editing the student, and when 
enrolling a student in a course. 

Spelling and Grammar: 

The Spelling and Grammar functionality of Writer can be used for almost all written 
assignments, the exceptions being our Foreign Language and CTE courses. This feature can 
be used independently of the scoring aspect of Writer. Once a student submits his or her 
essay, the spelling and grammar suggestions appear in-line. Like a word processing tool, 
right-click the word or phrase to show the possible suggestions. Resubmitting shows if further 
revisions need to be made. As with any spelling and grammar tool, the suggestions must be 
weighed against the context. The student and teacher can work together to decide if any of 
the suggestions should be ignored. 

Scoring: 

Writer’s scoring capabilities apply to many of the paragraph and essay assignments for 
grades 4-12; these assignments then include the scoring matrix. If an assignment does not 
support Writer scoring, the matrix does not appear. 
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In the teacher view we have added a word count to the teacher answer key and student 
instructions. The Writer scoring matrix appears alongside the enlarged writing area. 

All Writer prompts show word count, grade level, readability, writing, and overall score. In 
addition, some of our essays include a topic word list; in those cases you also see a topic 
agreement meter. 

Scoring Meters: 

At any point in the writing process, the student can submit an answer to see his or her 
progress in the scoring matrix based on the following criteria: 

Word Count: Counts the number of words submitted by the student against the expected 
word count. 

Grade Level: A curriculum-driven setting based on course level appropriateness of 
vocabulary and sentence complexity. 
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Readability: A comparison of student writing sample against established writing styles 
appropriate to that age and grade level. 

Topic Agreement: Checks the student’s writing assignment against both the word list for that 
specific assignment and an overall course word list. The students does not see the topic word 
list (a check against their understanding of the material from which the list was gleaned); it is 
visible in the teacher view. 

Writing: Writing scores are based on six well-researched writing indices (efficacy from 
published research and hand scored grade level anchor essays), level-set against the 
expected grade level of the assignment. This meter also takes into account overall word and 
sentence count, polysyllabic vs. monosyllabic words, frequency of complex words and 
paragraph length vs. word and sentence count. 

Overall Score: A holistic score drawn from the active scoring elements. 

After making changes, the student can re-submit and the scoring matrix evaluates the new 
material and adjusts the score accordingly. This revision-based feedback (both from the 
scoring matrix and the teacher) is a key factor to successfully using Writer. 

In this example the student completed his or her first draft and submitted the answer. 

Note:  If the Writer question is the last one answered in the assignment the system asks if the 
student is ready to submit the lesson; the student should answer no until he or she 
finishes all revisions (if the lesson is accidentally submitted, the teacher can reassign it). 
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In this example, both Spelling and Grammar, and Scoring have been enabled. The spelling 
and grammar suggestions appear in-line (red for spelling, blue for grammar). Right-click a 
spelling error to see a list of suggested alternatives, including the option to ignore the 
suggestion. Right-click a grammar suggestion to display the grammar rule, ignore the 
suggestion, and the explain function. Choosing Explain gives an explanation of the rule and 
an example of a correction. 
 

 
 

Writer evaluates the submission and the scoring 
meters reflect the student’s current level in each 
category.  

Grade Level and Readability are based on the 
grade level set for that assignment. Our grade levels 
are categorized as follows: 

When a writing sample is submitted, Writer scores 
the submission and calculates the actual grade 
level, which is checked against the expected grade 
level. 

 
 
 

Grade level Category 

12+ Post-Secondary 

9-12 High School 

7-8 Middle School 

4-6 Upper Elementary 

K-3 Lower Elementary 
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Students see an icon showing them whether 
they have met the grade level expected, 
written above or below expectation but 
stayed within their category, or exceeded or 
fallen below that category. (See chart on 
previous page for categories.) 

Topic Agreement, Writing, and Overall 
Score are displayed on a meter that fills 
from left to right as the student improves in 
each category, moving from red to yellow to 
green. 
 
At any point after the first submission, teachers can go to the Gradebook and see the 
student’s progress. This is a great opportunity to use the Help button to offer suggestions. 

 

When the student and teacher feel the assignment is ready, the student submits the lesson 
and a request for manual grading is sent to the teacher. 

 
Exceeds Grade Level category 

 
Above Grade Level but within 
category 

 
Meets Grade Level 

 
Below Grade Level but within 
category 

 
Below Grade Level category 
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In Teacher mode, hover your mouse over a meter to see a numeric score comparable to the 
score seen in the meter. Grade Level and Readability meters show the expected and actual 
grade levels. The teacher can evaluate the writing sample using his or her own interaction 
with the student as well as the feedback provided by Writer and enter a grade for the student. 

 
 
We hope you find Writer a helpful addition in creating differentiated instruction and 
encouraging students to do their literary best! 
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